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4, Conclusions in tbs H^^^^freport cm the recent session 
of the OSSR Supreme Sovist, baseiHn^opagsnda analysis, do not agree 
with OCX Tie vs. OCX fears that wi.de distribution of such a report 
stimulate* excessive speculation, and, by leaving some readers with 
trnmrranted conclusions , increases the confusion and 'jncertointy which 
already sexists concerning ib® Internal Soviet political situation. 

Some specific examples follow* 

a. In considering Malenkov’s status, we find saying STATSPEC 

that "hie decline in stature is evident and "it seems likely that 

Malenkov u&s directed to make .... statements in the name of the Central 
C ommi ttee . * Even wore questionable is the statement that "there is 
an evident de-emphasis of the consumer goods program." Tet despite 
these statements, the report reaches the conclusion that the recent 
meeting "vas less significant" than the August 1953 session* We be- 
lieve that generalised appraisals of ihs Soviet leadership problem 
are not justified cm the basis of two propaganda speeches. We hold 
that no estimation of the Soviet consumer goods policy can be wade 
from these two brief statements. 

b, OCX belisves that JBHHB analysis of the cliff srsnes 
in approach between Malenkov an^hnShchev on the government reor- 
ganisation is greatly exaggerated, A tt emoting to show personal 
rivalry by contrasting Malenkov * s statement, - "we became convinced", 
with Khrushchev* s "experience has shown," and characterizing this as 
"esoteric verbal sparring* between these two sen represents , in SCI’ s 
opinion, unsound analysis. 

o. Hi foreign policy, the fact that Malenkov ha® made a 
statement on one occasion that Is not repeated again doss not seem 
to be evidence that ttulenkov "was required to modify his position," 
or that the Army leaders seemed to play a role In this change. Ac- 
tually, the two Malenkov s tatements on the effects of another war 
are not contradictory, and analysis of this event as a 

"Malenkov retreat* does not appear substantiated • 
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